ARTISTS PREFACE

PERSONALLY I venture little in this
volume. If does not lend itself to
artistic reconstruction. Most of the
Snobs Thackeray describes in these
pages are types no longer with us.
Alas! In truth we ham to-day quite
as many snobs acting precisely in the
same way as when Thackeray wrote
and illustrated these papers for
{Punch] but his snobs were} at least
in appearance^ a different generation
of snobs from ours. Therefore the
present-day artist can but treat them
as historical, and in doing so the less
he disturbs Thacktray^s ideals the better.

Thackeray never liked his Snob papers, and when they were
issued in book form seven chapters were suppressed^ as Mr.
Melville points out in his Bibliographical Note in the preceding
pages, Thackeray thought them 'so $tupid} so personal, so
snobbish,' that he withdrew them. With that frank admission
surely he effaced from these pages his own personality. In his
novels he is ever with us, either appearing in one character or
mother, or whispering into our ear some delightful Thackeray an
asides^ so that in many cases I introduce Thackerafs own
figure. To do so in this book} however^ might be considered by
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